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TECHFEST

TechFest aims to promote Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) to
pupils and the wider community throughout Scotland.

We fulfil this aim by:

e developing, organising, and delivering a range of Science, Technology, Engineering and
Maths (STEM) activities and events

e inspiring, informing and enthusing young people to have an interest in STEM

e raising awareness of the application and relevance of STEM subjects

e publicising STEM opportunities

e working In partnership with schools, FE colleges, HE establishments, Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths Enrichment & Engagement (STEM E&E) providers,
Industry, business, government both local and national.

TechFest vision, mission and values all reflect its commitment and understanding, borne from
knowledge and experience, of what is required to be successful designing developing and
delivering schools engagement projects.

TechFest has an enviable record of engagement with schools in the North-East and
throughout Scotland. This is reflected in our level of activity, reputation and knowledge of the
education community in each of the 32 Local Authority areas.

TechFest is an innovative charity which consistently provides quality STEM events and with
over 20 years experience in promoting STEM subjects this enables us to identify effective
activities and measure impact.
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TECHFEST

The programme was advertised directly online through
Aberdeen City Council and via TechFest's social media
platforms.

TechFest received a number of highly positive feedback
comments from the children and parents who attended
across the 5 sessions.
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TECHFEST

EASTER OF PLAY WITH ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL

P

ABERDEEN

CITY COUNCIL

In February 2022 we were approached by Aberdeen City Council to take part in their Easter
of Play scheme which offers bookable activity sessions throughout the school Easter
holidays.

The aim of Sociable Science is to engage all ages in science activities that are done in
conversation utilising teamwork, creativity and most of all fun while learning. Each activity
would be designed to be repeated at home with our audiences being encouraged to share
what they have learmnt with others. TechFest developed the programme of events called
Sociable Science specifically following the feedback received from families and in
discussion with Eleanor Sheppard.

We took the Programme out to 5 locations across Aberdeen City, these were chosen by the
City Council as being in areas which would most benefit from the play scheme.

5 Dates 5 Venues Attendees (estimated numbers)
Monday 11.04.22 Seaton Park 75

Tuesday 12.04.22 Duthie Park 95

Wednesday 13.04.22 Victoria Park 25

Thursday 14.04.22 Hazelhead Park 120

Friday 15.04.22 Seaton Park 60

Total 375 (adults and children)

Everyone who attended enjoyed the sessions. We were able to promote on our social media
the day before or on the day, which helped especially when we had to alter the timings
slightly due to the weather. Unfortunately, the weather wasn't as good as we had hoped for
at this time of year and this may have impacted the attendee numbers as it was very cold
and windy. We managed to get out to the parks everyday even if we cut short the times
slightly, the only day we had to drastically alter the times was Wednesday when we went to
Victoria Park as it was too wet in the morning so we went for the afternoon only.
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The activities

We aimed to create a diverse and interesting programme of activities which could be
replicated at home, these also linked to the CREST Award Scheme run by the British
Science Association and attendees were given information on how to complete and apply
for one of the awards. As it was Spring Time, with better weather coming and Covid
restrictions lifting, we decided on a Smiles theme for some of the activities. These were very
well received with children enjoying making smiley face masks, cress seed smiles and
wildflower seed balls. We also took the activities from last summer with us again to give a
wide range of options for attendees to enjoy.

Feedback
Although we didnt ask for formal feedback from participants, everyone who attended

enjoyed the sessions and delighted in getting hands-on with our smile activities.

Promotion
We promoted the events on social media each day and had some coverage in the press.

Aberdeen

INRESSANEYS

Aberdeen parks to host TechFest's Sociable Science events this

Easter r _——

BUDDING young sclentsts are being encouraged to visit their local parks across Aberdesn neat week [Aond 71-15),
when TechFess will be delivering its Saciable Science events

The programma will offer 5 1o 11-yoar-clds the dhance to learn new skdls and take part in arange of actvities.
rchading a rocket ballacn experimant, making rainbow raln and a mini-beast hunt

The TechFest team will be at Seaton Park (Monday. April 11 and Frdasy. April 15). Duthie Park (Tuesday. April 12)
Vietoris Pare (Wednesday, Apri 12) and Haziehoad Park (Thursday, April 14) from 10am ta 3pm, with participants
ablc to drop into sessions {ree of charge.

The programmae |s dedigned ta chow how soence & irvolved in our evanyday lives and indudes activities which can
be easly replicared at homee with family and friends

The sessions are baing run In conjunction with Abgrdeen City Counol's Easter of Flay schemi

Managing director of TechFest. Sarah Chew said “We launched our Sooable Soence events during summer last year
ard had a huge responze with mare than 500 people from acress the North-sast engaging in the programme.

“This Easter, we are back with more actiities and fun experiments for young people 10 take part in, offering
sommthing bun to do over the spring bresk while slso providing learning opportunities.

“That pertsgRan @ GAOGUISGHS yOung peaple to s tiarredd k 50d creativity and highlights han Sdence Tedhnolagy,
Engineering and Mathematics [STEM) play a robe in everything we do. We look forward 1o meeting bots of
participants sf parks scross Aberdesn neat week "

TechFest dewebops progranmeis which lidk in with the CREST Award Scheerme, an by the Britsh Sciende Association

By 1aking part in Secable Scisnce. participants have completad several of the sght sctivities requited 12 be awardsd
8 CREST SuperStar certificate and iran-on badge

Tha remalkengractivtios can be completed by working throwgh their TechFast bookket which ks avallable alongside all
the other resaurces on the: Techfest website,

Atterscdens can appily for their CREST Star awarn by isiting s appiy crestawas

Alongside a year-round programme of STEM education ewents, Techfest runs Aberdeen and Naorth-past Scotland's
sl festival of STEM

Foi more information or TeehiFest's wa e, sdsit wam Sochfestsa
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Make Others Smile Challenge

N this acTvity. well. you've prebably guessed IL.. You'll make others smile!
Schaktatarpmay

VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN
ABERDEEN CITY

CTechFest 2022 TechiFast 2002 H

Growing A Smile Activity

Teoweesr s !
In this actrvity you will learn all the things that plants need to grow. T Maoking o Windflower Seed Ball
===
In this activity we'll get creative with nature and make wildfiower serd
balls to scatter in the garden
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Become a spacial agent with a vanety of accities where you will leam
abaut making invisible ink ad the secrets of cyphars. Why nat use this
mathod far making Inwsibie 1K E Fend SACrAT MEstages T a friena?

This aCCiity demonstrares Newton's Thid Law of MoTion and can be
Lses to send messages to friends arguan haus races against them!
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Making Your Dwn Toothpaste

In this activity you will be making your own toothpastel
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Paper Cup Challenge

In this activity you will put your cil enginearing skills to tha test! The
challenge & to seeif you can stand an paper cups without breaking
them . Dieesn't sound possible? Well, we will show you how it is dane
and you can try out éFfarent mathods and test out just how much
welght the cups cantake!
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Make your own medal:

Using air drying clay, make your very own medal to show off your
achievements from the day!

Tako 3 churk of ai drying clay and roll nto 3 bal o
sotten,

Use arolling pin or & cup o ol your plece of cay fat
Craste your mecal using the ai drying clay Take &
pencil to create » mai hol st the top of your medal
(1 willbe used to feed string through at the end)

Leave yourmedal to dry forus to 28 hours

85 time to decorate your medall Use aeyyric paints
tocreate  design on the ront of your medal,leave to
iy before painting the back

Once your medal is completely dry, take a piece of
string and feed i through your medal Tie & small
hnot together.

There you have 1t You have your very own medsl,
wear 1t wih pride and rememiber to tag TechFest in

on social media sowe can see your designs.

@TechFest 2021 "
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"~ Soda and Mentos Explosion

A classic bt o tried
adding Mantes te a bottle af fizzy [uice bafare but this time yau wil
experiment with different methods to see how the results vary.
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%"_ “_‘Ni‘ How to Moke o Rain Gauge

Find aut how 1o make your very ewn rain gauge
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TeckPEET, ! Y
T Animal aduentures

with CREST

Go on an animal aoventure and ses how many animals yeu can find
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Milk art

This fun sclance axperimant alsa lets you use your craativa sids, Uting
milk end faad colouring to we will see how chemical bonds werk.
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Weekly Rainfall Tracker
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Celeulote the totol roinfell for the week:

Animal aduentures
with CREST

Animal Identification sheet

TeCHP!

o
<

rm—
Loy *'J'i“‘t" How to make the water

Leam how the water cycle works

[ VA p——————

B aes 2 bt g o yoas Bl fed comistag s

- it s B b, Cavalaly s
e P

v mater oo escape!

Takn s g vt 1 & G dasuny abrim ho Bact
st Tula e kng piecm of tape o smick S
ramars of the bag up orva the window. Rererbar b
A ———

Fou waeid ase & chasge i your baq Betwesn Ses

ey ek Vg e e e et af

a4 e e of sy o smemea Beamaaly pos sl

ASER TSN G matie SRR TE TN ESEE of T

a5 sor drzoleta Wil ba hghar s in B1e 0 o
vk wbars b 2 s e 1o

TECHF! i
T Making Rainbow Rain

Create your very swn doud and make it rain!
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- Non-Newtonian Fluid = " Alka-Seltzer Rockets
In this actwvity we will lzarn about how seunds are made by
o Find out how you can make a rocket powered by Alka-Seltzer and wi . T

with this fun activity.
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Apply for your CREST Award

In order to gainyour CREST Star or SuperStar Award you will need to complete B activities
in total You have already completed 4 during our Summer of Play Sociable Science
warksheps so why not complete € more activities provided in our booklet.

The children develop their investigative and teamwork skills. After completing all eight
challenges, each child will receive a CREST SuperStar certificate and iron-on badge.

To apply for your CREST Star or SuperStar award for £1visit
https//apply crestawards.org)
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CREST
AWARDS

AMIE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE,

I ecdison ba ghving young pecple the

apartunty to undertae hencenon L
ok inssctern tedwaky senea, (REDT Awarcs are desigred] | invilved vt the TechFest nelste:
ngreesingans mathemetics o heb deveop sdis that me | wewiechiestevodnkonukioest
(Sl sbpcts transtermbl o ather subjpsts further | or emalk

infuGation ancl futise amylment. lorsbyrannaites hfest ok

TECHFEST

TecHFest |='|d.:th;|ldl]IE-'[ Te fird cuk mam: infosmasorabout CREST and
Support Dejansaton forSoatiand hewin rogate Sorswars falow thalink bow:
TechFestorg.u e Crestasais ong
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